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UMOJA Christian Church 
Indianapolis, IN

Umoja means “unity” We are a Church for everybody.
At Umoja Christian Church we are all one body, one family and one community serving one God.

Who We Are:
UMOJA Christian Church is a non-denominational biblical based congregation who seeks to embrace the empowering presence of God in every area of our lives as we promote unity. It is our aim to embrace all people regardless of who we are. We believe in loving, helping and touching the lives of all people at home as well as around the world through missions and ministry. 
At the UMOJA Christian Church, we offer you experiences that will increase your faith, enrich your life and your family, teach you the word of God, encourage you to build lasting friendships and empower you for wholistic living as we minister and serve each other in the spirit of unity. At UMOJA we believe that we are connected to each other for the work of the Kingdom of God.
At UMOJA we believe in:

· One Spirit

· One hope

· One Lord

· One Faith

· One Baptism

· One God

· One Goal

· One Purpose

In order to reach one world – Ephesians 4:1-16

Our Journey:
We live in a society who desires to experience God in a real sense. Many people enter the doors of the average church seeking answers to the daily issues we face sometimes with no avail. People desire to share and participate in a church without walls where they are loved, appreciated and cared for regardless of their culture, race and creed. Those who are serious about church desire to worship in a place of peace, understanding and harmony, a place of laughter, smiles and genuine hugs and hellos. 

Several years ago while serving as senior pastor of a more traditional church in Indianapolis God moved in the heart of Dr. Donald Hudson to envision a church with a unique atmosphere that would be real and relevant that offers hope and peace to people regardless of their present and past experiences.

In January of 2007, Dr. Hudson took a leap of faith in order to plant a new church in the city of Indianapolis that is firmly biblically based, structured, freeing and empowering with a contemporary cutting edge approach to ministry and worship.  Not just another church, but a church that would deliberately reach out to all people; a place of worship where each person can discover their unique purpose, potential and ability. He envisioned a church that is in tune with the time without compromising the message of Christ. A church where genuine love and care is expressed among the people. He envisioned Church that embraces all races, ethnic groups and nationalities and socioeconomic classes of people – a place of unity – a place of UMOJA. 
As he prayed and shared this vision with others God confirmed the vision through the encouragement and insight of others and through various movements of the Holy Spirit. In February the initial leadership/launch team was composed. Since the conception of the UMOJA Christian Church God has moved miraculously in order to fulfill its purpose which is to carry out the great commission in order to reach people for Christ.  
Our Mission:
The mission of the UMOJA Christian Church is to be used of God to share the good news of Christ in the city of Indianapolis and abroad by helping people become fully functional followers of Christ. 
Our Purpose:

To compose a biblically based atmosphere that addresses the issues and needs of a changing generation.

To compose a strong Christian environment that teaches and instructs people how to grow in Christian maturity.

To compose a Christian environment that promotes family stability and minister to couples.

To compose a Christian environment that minister to children, youth and young adults as well as care for and love the elderly.

 To compose a Christian environment that minister specifically to men and women.

To compose a Christian environment that promotes the use of spiritual gifts in the Church that enhances edification and empowerment among the people.

To compose a loving, peaceful and caring environment for relevant and powerful worship experiences.  

To compose a Christian environment that promotes fun and laughter.

To compose a Christian environment that embraces all people regardless of their experiences in order that they may minister and serve in the Church and in the world.

Our Core Values:
· We value Expository Teaching (Acts 2:42-43)

· We value Fellowship (Acts 2:42)

· We value Prayer (Acts 2:42)

· We value a common community (Acts 2:44-46)

· We value Worship and Praise (Acts 2:47)

· We value Evangelism and Discipleship (Acts 2:47)

Our Vision:
Vision is not about what is. Vision is about our dreams and what we expect God to do with us.
At UMOJA Christian Church, we envision ourselves sharing the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection with thousands of unchurched friends, families and people in the metroplex and around the world.

We envision developing all people – new believers as well as established believers into fully functioning and empowered followers of Christ through a people-friendly worship environment, small group Bible studies, and special events and most importantly through prayer.

We envision developing small groups where our people model the biblical community in Acts 2: a safe place where we accept one another and are accepted, love and are loved, encourage and are encouraged, forgive and are forgiven and serve as we are served.

We envision helping all people grow – children, youth and adults to discover their God given design and purpose for their lives in order to use their God given potential, abilities and gifts to effectively serve Christ in some ministry either within or outside our church. Our goal is that every member serves in some type of ministry that honors God.

We envision and expect to grow numerically in order to expand our ministry efforts for Christ.

We envision welcoming numerous people into our body who are excited about Christ, and who are ready to experience healing in every broken area of their lives.
We envision conducting an alternate worship service held on Saturdays for our members who can’t make it to church on Sunday.
We envision us recruiting, training and sending out members as missionaries in various areas in the world. We envision conducting evangelistic crusades outside of the United Sates.

We envision a large cutting edge facility that that will accommodate our growth as well as our ministry efforts that will be accessible and user-friendly for all people. This facility will provide ample space for education, small group studies, Bible study, prayer, outreach, technical training, worship and praise and other meetings.      

While we do not believe that “bigger means better” we do believe that growing numerically is a by-product of effective evangelism according to biblical standards. Therefore, we expect to grow in every aspect of our congregational life as God uses us to reach a dying world.
This is our dream – this is what we desire from God for His glory – this is our vision for UMOJA as we seek to be a congregation on the fringe of greatness.   

We are the new wine skins- Matthew 9:17 waiting for God to pour into us His new wine of a fresh anointing in order to perform a great ministry for all people.    

What We Believe: 
About God
We believe that it is only one God who is the ultimate Creator who exists in three personalities: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit who ministers to us in these three distinct personalities. (Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; John 1:1-5, 14; Colossians 1:13-20)

About Christ
We believe that Christ was born of a virgin. He is both God and man. We believe that as a man he was sinless and that he is the Son of the True and Living God. We believe that Jesus died for our sins and that he rose from the dead in order that our sins will be forgiven and that some day he will return to earth in power and glory to receive us unto him. (Isaiah 53:1-5; Matthew 1:18-25; John 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8; Hebrews 7:26)

About the Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead and that he indwells every Christian and empower us for Christian living. The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth. We believe that when we give ourselves to the leadership of the Holy Spirit we produce spiritual fruit that is pleasing to God. (Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:14; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 6:19-20; 1 John 2:20; Galatians 5:22-25)

About the Bible (the Word of God)                  
We believe that the Bible is the supreme source and authority for the Christian’s life. The Bible is a living word. We believe that the Bible is without error and that God directed men to write His word. We believe that the teaching and preaching of the Bible is the way people come to Christ (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12; Romans 10:8-9)

About Humanity
We believe that all people are created in the image of God regardless of their gender, culture or race to have relationship and fellowship with Him. We are all equal in the sight of God and should be treated equally. We believe that we are created to give God glory. (Genesis 1:26-27; James 2:1-13; Psalm 150:6; 1 Corinthians 10:31)

About Salvation
We believe that due to the nature of humanity every person is in need of salvation. We believe that we are saved immediately upon asking Christ to become our Savior. Salvation is a total complete work of God through Christ on behalf of mankind. We receive salvation into eternal life by confessing Christ as Lord and Savior and not by our works. We believe that when we accept Christ as our Savior we become a new creation. (John 3:1-18; 10:28; Romans 6:22-23; 10:8-14; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Ephesians 2:1-9)

About the Christian Life 

We believe that as Christians we should do our best to live a life that is pleasing and acceptable to God by obeying His commands. We are the temple in which the Holy Spirit dwells and our lives should be a light in this darkened world. (Matthew 5:14-16; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 6:16; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 1 John 2:28)

About the Church
We believe that the church is the body of Christ, of which Jesus is the head. The church is those who have accepted Christ as their Savior. We believe that the purpose of the church is to exalt the presence of Christ and to glorify God by making His presence known in the world. (Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:17-18)

About Eternal Life
We believe that those who have accepted Christ as their Savior will live forever with God in heaven and those who reject Christ as their Lord and Savior will live eternally without God. (Mark 9:43-48; Romans 5:21, 6:23; Philippians 3:20; Jude 21; Revelation 19:20; 20:11-15; 21:8)                       
Our Commitments:  

1. A Commitment to Scripture: We are committed to the Bible as God’s supreme and authoritative and accurate word for salvation and service – 2 Timothy 3:16-17. Therefore, we aim to teach God’s word with integrity and authority so that seekers find Christ and that believers may grow mature in him.

2. A Commitment to Authentic and Celebrative Worship: We value worship that is authentic and acceptable to God – Romans 12:1-2.  Therefore, we desire to acknowledge God’s supreme presence in our personal lives and in our corporate contemporary worship at our church. We hold that worship is a lifestyle and God should be celebrated through praise. 

3. A Commitment to Building Community: We are committed to building a community where people have an opportunity to minister according to their spiritual gifts and to love and be loved by one another – Acts 2:44-46. Therefore, we ask that all of our members commit to and fully participate in small groups of study and service where they may exercise their spiritual gifts and experience a loving community with other believers.

4. A Commitment to Cultural Relevance: We value ministry that effectively communicates biblical truths in ways that every person can understand regardless of their culture, race, ethnicity or economical status – 1 Chronicles 12:32. Therefore, we will constantly evaluate our forms and methods of ministry in order to be cultural relevant in order to maximize effective ministry for Christ.

5. A Commitment to the Unsaved and the Unchurched: We value the lost and those who do not attend a local Church – Luke 19:10. Therefore, we will use every available Christ-honoring method to love, pursue, win and disciple the lost and the unchurched.

6. A Commitment to Congregation Involvement: We desire and value congregational involvement in ministry – Ephesians 4:11-13. Therefore we seek to equip all our uniquely created and gifted members to effectively serve in some form of ministry in our church.

7. A Commitment to Ministry Excellence: We believe in giving our best in service to God because He gave us His best – Colossians 3:23-24. Therefore, we seek to honor God by maintaining a high standard of excellence in all our efforts, ministries and activities.

8. A Commitment to Leadership Excellence: Hebrews 13:17-18. We believe that churches should be led by men and women with leadership gifts and integrity and who are accountable. Therefore, we believe in following godly leadership who follow as well as lead and who hold to the Bible as being their source of authority. We expect our leaders to be kind, respectful, Spiritual, loving and caring.

9. A Commitment to Authentic Spirituality: We are committed to displaying the presence of Christ in our everyday lives – Galatians 5:22-25; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.

10. A Commitment to Biblical Stewardship: We believe that giving our tithes and offerings is an expression of thanks to God for all He has done for us and that He deserves and demands our first fruit and that it should be given cheerfully – Proverbs 3:9-10, Hebrews 7:4, Luke 6:38.     

11. A Commitment to Missions: We are committed to helping people throughout the city and around the world through our mission efforts by sharing the good news of Christ and by supplying resources that assist them to live life better – Nehemiah 1:1-4, 2:11-18; Matthew 28:16-20; James 2:14-20.

12. A Commitment to Evangelism and Discipleship: We are committed to sharing the good news of Christ with the lost through evangelism. Therefore, we believe that it is the responsibility of each member to share the gospel with others in order that they to will experience that saving grace of Jesus – Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:20-21.   
What we offer: 

For your Children and Teenagers
We envision the children and youth at UMOJA having an exciting time in the Lord that enables them to experience God through a contextual message that addresses them where they are in their generation. We do not envision a boring and non-eventful environment for our children and youth.

For Young Adults
We envision having a church that addresses the relevant needs and issues that young adults face daily. We seek to compose an environment where young adults are free to express their needs and desires of God in a caring, loving and rewarding atmosphere.

For Couples and Families
At UMOJA we believe in healthy marriages and stable families. We envision a church that helps marriages grow. We seek to create an environment that promotes family stability and family values.

For Women

We envision an environment that celebrates the presence of women. We seek to create an environment where women are free to use their spiritual gifts without hindrances and are respected. We envision a church with a strong women’s ministry that addresses their various needs and concerns as they experience God.

For our Senior members

We envision a church that cares and love our elderly members in a safe and enriching environment. We seek to look after our senior members and help them feel wanted, needed and appreciated.

For Men

We envision an environment that ministers to men as they experience Christ in their personal lives. We seek to empower men to be leaders in the church, in their homes and in their communities. We seek to compose a ministry that addresses the various needs that men face daily as they seek to walk with God. 

Our Approach to Bible Study:
We believe that studying the word of God is important and that every Christian should put forth an honest effort to become familiar with God’s word (the Bible) – Psalms 1:1-2, 119:33-40; 2 Timothy 2:15. We take a New Testament cutting edge approach to Bible study by studying in small groups – Acts 2:42-47, 17:11-12. We envision our Bible studies being held in homes, libraries, business conference rooms, coffee shops, school auditoriums and school gymnasiums located around the city on various days throughout the week for the convenience of our members.       

What to Expect:
At UMOJA we believe in keeping it real and exciting. We have taken the time to compose a worship experience and ministries that will empower you and your family in a loving friendly environment. We believe in offering high praise to God that is not culturally limited. Everyone can praise God at UMOJA Christian Church.

At UMOJA expect to be hugged, loved, cared for and energized. You will be ministered to by music that is exciting and empowering and a message that is encouraging and uplifting. 

Come to UMOJA Christian Church ….   

· If you want to be loved

· If you want to find real friendship in a friendly environment

· If you want to smile and laugh

· If you want to praise God

· If you want to worship

· If you want to be helped

· If you need a hug

· If you want to shake hands

· If you want peace

· If you want to hear a message from God 

· If you want a pastor who is loving and caring and who is excited about you

· If you want a pastor who is down to earth and who keeps it real
What we expect from our Members:
We expect our members…

· To display the fruits of the spirit in church and without – Galatians 5:22-26.

· To hold to Christian morals, standards and principles – Galatians 5:16-21

· To display genuine love towards one another – Galatians 5:13-15

· To attend church regularly – Hebrews 10:25

· To follow and support leadership as they follow Christ – Hebrews 13:17

· To serve in the church according to their spiritual gifts – Ephesians 4:10-13

· To welcome our visitors with kindness and smiles – Hebrews 13:1-3

· To tithe and give offerings regularly as a form of worship and thanks to God and for the support of the church’s ministries – Deuteronomy 14:22; Leviticus 27:30; Luke 6:38

· To promote a nurturing environment of multiculturalism and diversity – 1 Corinthians 12:12-14

What our Visitors can expect:

We expect our visitors to allow us to make them comfortable as we reach out to them in the love of Christ.            
How to Dress when you come to Umoja:
If you make it to UMOJA Christian Church without being arrested you are alright with us. We are a congregation with diversity and realize that everyone do not have the same background. Therefore, we are not hung up on clothes we just let clothes hang on us. Just remember to honor God in all you do.  
From the Pastor
I am deeply delighted that you chose UMOJA Christian Church as your church home. I pray and hope to see your smiling face each Sunday as we experience the powerful presence of our Lord. I look forward to talking to you and developing a lasting friendship as we take this journey together. I look forward to serving with you as we reach the world. 

See you soon! And we will keep the light on!

Peace!     
